VOYAGE  FROM   EGYPT   TO   SYRIA.            IQ
' This last sentence so worked upon the piety
of every one, both Mahommedans and Christians,
as nearly to have decided our fate; for it was no
sooner uttered than orders were given to bear
up, and the helm was actually clapped a-weather,
and the after-sheets let go.
Alone and unsupported as I was (for even
my old servant stood a silent spectator of the
scene), I hesitated for a moment what step to
take ; until remembering how often I had seen
sturdy perseverance prevail against every ob-
stacle, I ran to the helm, and luffed the vessel
once more to the wind, feigning at the same
time an anger which I did not really feel, *and
calling them by the opprobrious epithets of
cowards, women-hearted, hares, and husband-
men ; terms of the greatest reproach to sailors
in their language.
My cause would have been completely lost,
however, had I not assured the Reis * that his
emancipation from the avarice of the Egyptian
government was entirely dependent on the
British Consul at Alexandria 9 and that if he
dared to return to that port without being driven
there by absolute distress, I would not fail to
represent his conduct as being in direct opposi-
tion to my wishes.
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